Retro Advisory Committee
Meeting of June 10, 1997

Meeting Minutes

Attendance
Nikki DeMarce, Associated Industries Dick Mettler, NW Wall & Ceiling Contr Assoc
DeDe Edwards, Pederson Fryer Farms I:I Rob Sumner, Timber Operator’s Council
|:| Steve George, Hop Growers of WA l:l John Sweitzer, Red Lion Inns & Hotels
Joseph Hawkins, Bekins Northwest Gene Vosberg, WA Restaurant Association
Tom Kwieciak, Bldg Industry Assoc of WA I:I

(1 = Present

Introductions/ Minutes— Meeting cdled to order a 1:06 PM. Minutes of the April 8th meeting were
aoproved asread. It was announced that John Sweitzer has tendered his resignation due to other commiit-
ments & work, and the fact thet heis moving to Phoenix, Arizona. John sends his regards to the other commit-
tee members

Agency Priorities— Kathy Willis presented a brief description of the agency priorities that Director Gary
Moore recently announced. Theseindude: Safe Workplaces (Saving Lives and Preventing Injuries and |-
nesses); Workers Compensation (Providing Better Sarvice to Enployers and Employees); Regulatory Im
provement (Creating Rules That Make Sense and Work Wdl); and, Customer Sarvice (Ddlivering Sarvicesina
Professond and Courteous Manner). Kathy advised that additiond resources will be added to the daims pro-
gram to enhance savices

Summary of L egislative Changes — Kahy presented an overview of the recent legidative sesson. The
budget approved for the department totaled $380 million ($3 million more than last biennium). Severd pieces
of legidation were passed, induding: SSB6030, which authorized a performance audit of the workers: compent
sdtion program (interim report due in December with afind report due August 1998); overtime for commis-
soned salespeople; state agency retro hill; creation of aWISHA advisory committee; and, astudy to determine
the feaghility of combining L& and Employment Security reporting for employers. Additiond detals onthe
WISHA advisory committee will be forwarded to RAC members as soon as possible.

Retro Symposium — Tom Kwieciak reviewed the agendafrom lagt year’ s symposum. Mike Sotelo is
working on the 1997 symposum, and would like idess and suggestions regarding the program. The sympasum
(from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Thursday, October 30, 1997) will be hdd jointly with the Governor’ s Industrid
SHety & Hedth Conference a the Seeitle Center.

External Access — Al Newman presented an update on the externd access Internet project. Although the
legidature did not provide funding for expangon of the project in this biennium, the department will be adleto
maintain the current sarvice: The imaging index screenis currently baing tested in a pilot phase, and will be
evauaed shartly. The EOS sysem for quarterly and monthly reportsis now up and running.
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State Fund Financial Update —Mark Mercier provided an overview of the gate fund finandid condi-
tion, induding the Satus of the contingency reserve, long-term invesments etc.

Voc BPR Project —Dave Overby gaveabrief project presentation on the Satus of the project, and dis-
cussed the “ problem gatements’ currently being developed by the project team and their Sakeholders. Terry
Peter son (Comprehendve Risk Management) is one of the committee participants. Comments, questions and
feedback can be directed to Mary Kaempfe, a (360) 902-2263.

Actuarial Update — Bill White discussed the upcoming indudtrid insurance rate revisonsfor caendar year
1998; he expects no dramatic increases to occur. Bill dso discussed a proposd to change the rule for rating
occupationd dissesedams. Currently, multiple employers can be charged with a percentage of the dam, de-
pending on degree of injurious exposure, eic. Washington Sateisthe only workers comp insurer thet usesthis
method. The department would like to change this rule effective 01/01/98 s0 the employer of lagt injurious ex-
pasure would be the only chargeable employer. Severd committee members and other retro participants ex-
pressed concerns regarding this proposd.  Further input will be obtained before making any find changes

C& C Reorganization —Mary Pat Frederick discussad the recent changes to the Divison of Consulta:
tion & Compliance it has now been Slit into two separate entities: the WISHA Divison (acting assgtant direc-
tor Miched Slvergen), and Speddty Compliance Sarvices Dividon (acting assgant director Ermnie LaPalm).
Organizationd changes affect only centrd office operations and not fidd gaff podtions.

Meeting adjourned —a 4:00 PM.
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